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Sincerely hoping that members and families have had a blessed Diwali. On behalf of my 

new Committee I would like to wish one and all best wishes for a Happy and Prosperous 

New Year. 

With five members of our committee being students we have only met once to discuss 

upcoming events for 2014/15. We hope to meet as a  full committee late November once 

all student members have finished their exams. 

Jag Mag Jag Mag 2015 Entertainment Night, to celebrate  Nutan Varash has been 

confirmed for Saturday, 22 November 2014. Details are in this newsletter. 

For the past six years, four in my previous tenure and two following committees, have been 

promoting the importance to RSVP for functions. Unfortunately, however much all 

committees have tried, they have all been unsuccessful in getting the membership to 

accept the importance of the procedure. 

Your incoming committee has decided to adopt a firmer policy with our forthcoming 

function on Saturday, 22 November and beyond. If you have not sent in your RSVP by the 

required date, we  will not guarantee your entry to our function—it is as simple as that! 

Catering requirements and costs are essential for any function and we will not be 

accountable for any guess work of numbers attending in the future. We live in a foreign 

country and RSVP is custom to all. 

We are also updating membership information, and early in the New Year, envisage 

bringing out an A5 directory similar to the one released in 2009, which a lot of members 

are still using. I encourage you all to update your information and either post or email 

details to the Secretary. 

Also in this newsletter we have up to date information on the Confirmed Sneh-Milan Fiji. 

The committee is looking into group airfares and accommodation and will have more details 

in the next newsletter. 

My Committee and I look forward to seeing you all at the Jag Mag Jag Mag 2015 

Entertainment Night on Saturday, 22 November. 

Dipak Amratlal 
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It is my pleasure to bring you this first edition of Jagruti under the 2014/15 committee. Those of you who 
attended the AGM in September will be aware of the limited response of members wishing to serve on the 
QSSI committee. It is due to an enthusiastic group of past committee members that the QSSI “flame” has 
been kept burning for another year! 
 

Excuses are plentiful to not become involved! The following quote is a poignant reminder that each of us 
have the ability to play our part: 
 
“I didn’t have the time, but I made time. 
 I didn’t have the knowledge but I did what I knew. 
 I didn’t have the support but I learned to support myself. 
 I didn’t have the confidence but confidence came with results. 

 I had a lot going against me but I had enough going for me. 
 I had plenty of excuses but I chose not to use any of them.”  

Quote - Unknown 
 
With the above in mind, I look forward to receiving your feedback, thoughts, contributions* and ideas to 
ensure future editions of Jagruti are stimulating and informative. We really would love to hear what you 
have to say. 

 
- Smita Raniga 
 

Editorial Note 

JAGRUTI  

Contact Name Number Email 

President Dipak Amratlal 0404 345 836  dipak.amaratlal@bigpond.com 

Vice President Tarun J Raniga 0438 004 442  tarun.raniga@gmail.com 

Secretary  Yashna Harilal 0425 042 478  yashnaharilal@gmail.com 

Treasurer Hitash Harilal 0416 042 478  aranahills@freechoice.com.au 

Web/Facebook Manager Sanjiv Parekh 0432 980 848  sanjiv@idezire.com.au 

Editor Smita Raniga 0410 705 114 smitaraniga@gmail.com 

Key Contacts 

President: Dipak Amratlal 

Vice President: Tarun Jairam Raniga 

Secretary: Yashna Harilal 

Treasurer: Hitash Harilal 

Committee Members: Reema Amratlal 

 Aakesh Raniga 

 Veejal Deoji 

 Simran Madhoji 

 Vrinda Raniga 

 Trisha Jogia 

QSSI Committee 2014/2015 
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Business Tagline or Motto 

JAGRUTI  

This is an Open function, bring your friends (cost $25pp). RSVP is compulsory. Program 

will commence at 6.15pm sharp. Entry is free to current Financial Members. Current non

-Financial Members may pay subscriptions via direct deposit to QSSI bank account 

(details below) to gain free entry to the function. Otherwise, non-Financial Members will 

pay $25pp at the door. 

Adults $25.00 
12 years and under $5.00 

Seniors (over 65) who are retired and not in the workforce $4.00 
Account Name: Association of Queensland Soni Samaj Inc 

Bank: ANZ Bank 
Branch No: (BSB): 014-215 
Account No: 1012-26762 

Please email, Treasurer - Hitash Harilal at aranahills@freechoice.com.au or mail@qssi.org.au with 

names of all persons you are paying for, reference number and date paid. 

Cash Bar and Raffles—Bring your loose change! 



 

  4 

JAGRUTI  

Jag Mag Jag Mag 2015 Entertainment Nite 

This is our major “FREE to membership” event of the year. While we endeavour to keep our costs to a mini-

mum, there are considerable expenses involved in bringing you a quality event.  

Your Committee is seeking sponsorship for this event—six sponsors @ $601.00 each to cover these expens-

es. If you and your family would like to sponsor this event or know of a business or enterprise who is inter-

ested, please contact President, Dipak Amratlal on 0404 345 836. 

 

Membership Directory/Change of Address 

Your Committee is planning to release a new and updated QSSI Directory in early 2015. A number of 

households have changed homes, or new members have joined since the last release in 2009. 

We ask members, irrespective of whether they have changed address or not, to fill in the form included 

with this newsletter and forward it to QSSI Secretary, Yashna Harilal, email  - yashnaharilal@gmail.com, to 

ensure your details are up to date in the new directory. 

 

Hiring of Venues for Personal Use 

The Samaj has had an incident over the last few weeks of a Samaj member hiring a hall under the name of 

QSSI. 

The booking was made under the Samaj name and was not cancelled when plans changed. The Club has 

asked the Samaj to pay for this hall hire as staff were rostered to work on the day and no one showed up. 

We have asked the club to provide more information on the booking. 

We urge members of the Samaj not to use the name of QSSI when making personal bookings as we can be 

held liable and can forfeit use of venues. We ask for your cooperation. 

 

Membership Thoughts 

Where to … from here? 

The last AGM had 30 members attending.  

Is the interest in our Samaj dwindling? 

What do we want to do? 

What is the vision of our Samaj?  

Functions—do you like or dislike? 

Members below 40—there is no participation! 

The Sneh-Milan ignited some passion but that’s gone now … so where to, from here? 

Members are hesitant to speak at our meetings so here is an opportunity to share your views. 

At the Nutan Varash evening we will  have a Suggestion Box—put your ideas on a piece of paper and tell us 

where to from here for our Samaj. This will give your new Committee the insight to plan the rest of the 

year and beyond. 

If you are bold—put your name on it. If you are not comfortable—then the suggestion can remain anony-

mous. 

From Your Committee 
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Business Tagline or Motto 

JAGRUTI  

October 3rd, 2014 

The President 
Brisbane Soni Samaj 
Brisbane 
Australia 
 
RE: Proposed Soni Sneh Milan Republic of Fiji Islands 
 
Firstly on behalf of the Fiji Soni Samaj, I wish everyone a Happy Diwali and a Happy New Year. As everyone is 
aware Fiji would be now one of the smallest in terms of Soni members living in Fiji due to many people migrat-
ed overseas and settled in countries like New Zealand, Australia, Canada and USA. We have very limited 
functions as most families are living in different cities. I fully understand that everyone has been waiting for the 
formal announcement of the next big soni gathering which we call Soni Sneh Milan. On behalf of Fiji Soni 
Sneh Milan Committee I would like to formally announce the dates 25th June - 28th June, 2015 as our formal 
gathering for all our soni's throughout the world. As most of the people are aware that myself, Bobby Raniga 
and Himmat Lodhia in 2012 at Brisbane Sneh Milan announced that Fiji will host the next event. Keeping our 
promises we have begun our organizing to host this grand 4 day event in Denarau, Nadi. We understand that 
a significant number of attendees in 2015 will come from offshore. Keeping, this in mind it is only fair to give as 
much notice as possible. The dates we have chosen are good for few reasons. Firstly the weather will be 
coolish and secondly it will give people from northern and southern hemisphere to attend. For Australasian 
semester 1 secondary and tertiary exams would be finishing off. For American and Canadians, it is time for 
their summer holidays.   
 

A 4 day event at Denarau Island, Nadi 
Variety Meals and entertainment 
Excursions to your old village/school/residence 
Event specially designed for youths 
Programme for Senior citizens 
Sporting (Squash, Tennis, Table Tennis, Golf, Soccer, Netball) 
A separate 2 nights/3 days cruise to the picturesque islands of the yasawas post Sneh Milan subject to 

minimum numbers 
 
We will providing further details through website and emails in the coming weeks and will be sending more 
details to country presidents. The registration forms will be available by end of October to get full advantage of 
early bed registrations. Please keep in mind we will be limiting the numbers due to many enquiries from other 
countries and I hope everyone registers early to avoid disappointment.  
 
On behalf of Fiji Soni Samaj I would like to once again wish everyone a Happy Diwali and a Happy New Year. 
My enthusiastic team and I look forward to hearing from you 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Romit Meghji 
President  
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Business Tagline or Motto 

JAGRUTI  

QSSI looks forward to taking a strong contingent of members to support the event. Mark your diary 

as we look forward to a fun weekend of sports, socialising, and much more. 

Further information will be forwarded to QSSI members as it comes to hand. 

Sneh Milan Soccer Tournament 

Australia is planning to field a team to compete in the 2015 tournament and “expressions of inter-

est” are sought from those who wish to be play for the “Soniroo’s”.   

QSSI has a number promising and talented players and we encourage members who play soccer to 

come forward. The standard of the Australian team soccer has come far and we are sure to field a 

formidable team to equal that of New Zealand and Fiji 

Those who travelled to New Zealand to play for Australia in the tournament hosted by NZ Soni Samaj 

last year, will agree that the whole tournament experience along with camaraderie and team spirit 

was an opportunity not to be missed. 

Contact Anand Raniga at raniav06@gmail.com or phone 0420 719 660 to express your interest or for 

more information. 

  QSSI MEMBERSHIP DETAILS 2015  

Family Group:  ………………………………………………. 

Name:  ………………………………………………. 

Family Members:  ……………………………………………… 

 ……………………………………………… 

 ……………………………………………… 

 ……………………………………………… 

Address:  ……………………………………………... 

Suburb/City Post-Code: ……………………………………………… 

Home Phone/Mobile:  ……………………………………………... 

Email:  …………………………………………….. 

Member Signature, confirming details to be correct:  

 ……………………………………………...  


